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Important Lessons for the Muslim
Ummah

Shaykh Abdul Aziz ibn Baz
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All praise due to Allah, Lord of all that

exists; the successful ending for those who have
tagwa. May Allah send peace and blessings
upon His servant and Messenger, our Prophet,
Muhammad, upon his family and upon all of his
companions.

To proceed...

The following is a short piece of work which
explains some of what every muslim needs to
know about the religion of Islam. | have named
it “Important lessons for the Muslim ummah”

| ask Allah that the Muslims benefit by way of it,
and that He accepts it from, indeed he is most
Generous.

Abdul Aziz ibn Abdillah ibn baz
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First lesson: Surah Al-Fatiha and other short Surahs

Learning Surah Al-Fatiha and whatever possible from
other short surah’s; from Surah Al-Zalzalah to Surah
An-Naas; reciting them correctly, memorising them
and their explanations which are required for one to
understand.
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1. When the earth is shaken with its (final) earthquake. + Q@ ’; it 9;3;\ o) //,\j_j u"jﬁﬁ . ;3 o] %ng‘j\;
2. And when the earth throws out its burdens. ST 5T 0w b2 s o 6ol 6
3. And man will say: « What is the matter with it? A u'/?@ > i f&Mj/@ SN
4. That Day it will declare its information. $55 JB ik o2 & A 5 Bldl 850z i s
5. Because your Lord will inspire it. § 5352 58 06 5 o5 ® sn e

6. That Day mankind will proceed in scattered groups
that they may be shown their deeds.

7. So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an
atom shall see it.

8. And whosoever does evil equal to the weight of an
atom shall see it. Surah Zalzala




1- By the racers, panting, o 3\9 @ <% W_))AS\Q B w,ulf; %} 4
2- And the producers of sparks [when] striking P

3- And the chargers at dawn, 2ok
4- Stirring up thereby [clouds of] dust, o) ﬁggjjf;f ’ ,aul’ o) ,\4‘;3 A5 EA A)Q v

5- Arriving thereby in the centre collectively, @ )w" b5 5 Al LR Ak N
6- Indeed mankind, to his Lord, is ungrateful. . ¢ @fﬂl /} e

7- And indeed, he is to that a witness.

8- And indeed heis, in love of wealth, intense.

9- But does he not know that when the contents of
the graves are scattered

10- And that within the breasts is obtained,

11- Indeed, their Lord with them, that Day, is [fully]
Acquainted. Surah Al-adiyat




1. Al-Qari'ah (the striking Hour i.e. the Day of ® ,,@\_A " def\ o) LuEhe o doai %o,j[éj\i
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2. What is the striking (Hour)? L!@”/K I 86555 @ ol U‘/\J‘A\gfﬁ”u\ ‘Jﬁéfj
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3. And what will make you know what the striking @ izl Ae & 58 O A 38 2 GE G gl

(Hour) is? Lalk 2t ’55}3 FARES) ,L)}[j&f &

4. It is a Day whereon mankind will be like moths c% ® Q\:J\’_}S\: ®

scattered about,

5. And the mountains will be like carded wool,

6. Then as for him whose balance (of good deeds) will
be heavy,

7. He will live a pleasant life (in Paradise).

8. But as for him whose balance (of good deeds) will be
light,

9. He will have his home in Hawiyah (pit, i.e. Hell).

10. And what will make you know what it is?

11. (Itis) a hot blazing Fire! Surah Al-Qari’a
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. Abundance distracts you.

. Until you visit the graveyards.

. Indeed, you will know.

. Certainly, you will know.

. If you knew with knowledge of certainty.

. You would see the Inferno.

. Then you will see it with the eye of certainty.

. Then, on that Day, you will be questioned about

the Bliss. Surah At-Takathur
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1. By Time. Itz i @ b A ooyl Bl 23 pgcsss

2. The human being is in loss. e
& A\ 5ol $= 5ol = El Ll

3. Except those who believe, and do righteous
actions, and encourage truth, and recommend
patience. Surah Al-Asr
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. And what will make you realize what the Crusher is?
. God's kindled Fire.

. That laps to the hearts.

. It closes in on them.

. In extended columns. Surah Al-Humazah

; G o e Be A s . [ ORI

. Woe to every slanderer backbiter. & Hiedi = ol @ w2 5 /s i A5 B00a a6
. Who gathers wealth and counts it over. ‘. C it N a
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. Thinking that his wealth has made him immortal. A3 s @ 4 3 B X 23 Ak Ol czz

. By no means. He will be thrown into the Crusher. Q/)L@ E/gg“‘;; jé)‘:; /T@ 155 5 Axe LT
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1. Have you not considered how your Lord dealt with 3;;)}\ ©) J»uj,r /‘\, do) J’,; &:\é/-)\ %)J 596

the People of the Elephant? /: %
2. Did He not make their plan go wrong? f‘wj D J\L’ @ ‘)‘NJJ © J é "b

3. He sent against them swarms of birds. ©) rP\A %55;@4,\;;- ® L}:m: o0 5L
4. Throwing at them rocks of baked clay.
5. Leaving them like chewed-up leaves. Surah Al-Fil




1. For the security of Quraish.

2. Their security during winter and summer journeys.
3. Let them worship the Lord of this House.

4. Who has fed them against hunger, and has secured
them against fear. Surah Quraish
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1. Have you considered him who denies the religion? "ij M AN @ ol S3ems oill csefl bgiaae
2. It is he who mistreats the orphan. 5.z % PO ”

3 0 ooz ek e 2N @ 2l
3. And does not encourage the feeding of the poor. - .4 fg =T “%uai © § ;
4. So woe to those who pray. 2 © DAL 2885 £ fa Sl D) Sl
5. Those who are heedless of their prayers. o% ® 5}Lﬂf Oty (3 Dstl33 r,i

6. Those who put on the appearance.
7. And withhold the assistance. Surah Al-Ma’ln
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1. We have given you plenty. 3 333/ [Soe & 55 it = (.:/f\ j %;g}[ﬁsj\i
2. So pray to your Lord and sacrifice. -0 s B s
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3. He who hates you is the loser. Surah Al-Kawthar % @ o A\ ‘)\5 D=5




1. Say, “O disbelievers. & S5 \E 3L 1 & Sslae \f@:\l’b\; .05 36
2. 1 do not worship what you worship. y R VAT 4z T
3. Nor do you worship what | worship. JORVES ’;“\”"\“‘ e ERCRY = OJ*?‘"*‘“‘ 5
4. Nor do | serve what you serve. 4 & o35 el g @ Xt ol

5. Nor do you serve what | serve.
6. You have your religion, and | have my religion.”
Surah Al-KafirGn




1. When there comes Allah’s victory, and conquest. uj?i’ <315 @ A3 S isdsn %o:gt;-,j\:
2. And you see the people entering Allah’s religion in § v o _ % oo _ s
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multitudes. A = ’\A%C?‘“gf? ) ) 23 3 O
3. Then celebrate the praise of your Lord, and seek ¢ © O Dles 35|

His forgiveness. He is the Accepter of Repentance.
Surah An-Nasr




1. Condemned are the hands of Abi Lahab, and he is LG Ao iz ET & &5 AR ice 25 B a6

condemned. oo AT Hee aban ; ; 45 VG oo

2. His wealth did not avail him, nor did what he S < S v@ =5 D8 e @
~% e R e\~

acquired. L JORE AN S e S

3. He will burn in a Flaming Fire.
4. And his wife—the firewood carrier.
5. Around her neck is a rope of thorns. Surah Al-masad




1. Say, “He is Allah, the One. FHo) S J‘\,)@ ARG 54 S5 3 p.gusge
2. Allah, the Absolute. B_F o1 s g
’ § 0 R 4 S

3. He begets not, nor was He begotten.
4. And there is none comparable to Him.” Surah
Al-ikhlas




1. Say, “I take refuge with the Lord of Daybreak. o5 HIEGSE e OU\ Ny AN B 36

2. From the evil of what He created. <
:)M;J éwﬂ\ ) S 13 el i

3. And from the evil of the darkness as it gathers. = ﬂ U;Sj _ - ,% z c -
© V3 aule s

4. And from the evil of those who practice sorcery.
5. And from the evil of an envious when he envies.
Surah Al-Falaq
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1. Say, “I seek refuge in the Lord of mankind. \’; & 0\ N e ) BN e ’bﬁ 6 B.JUs g6

2. The King of mankind. s .., Ge e o P
: A\l 2N Dl 2R e ) W\ B

3. The God of mankind. S o O “fL'oi = I 5= uﬂ/“f uj

4. From the evil of the sneaky whisperer. § OB el e 0 LN A

5. Who whispers into the hearts of people.
6. From among jinn and among people.” Surah An-




Second lesson: Pillars of Islam SN 3\_5 .

Clarifying the five pillars of Islam, the first and greatest of

them being to bear witness that none has the right to be ol s3lgd 1lgibsly G315 il 2SLYI O O
worshipped except Allah and Muhammad(%) is the & e 5 j}a, et & ‘>!\ 4y
messenger of Allah, also to understand its meanings . 7

including the explanation of its conditions. AN ALY bs 0
La iladha’ negates all that is worshipped besides Allah, Y\) A0 2 (et @ e (! 3}) o

‘illallah’ affirms that worship is for Allah alone; who has
no partner. RO ENESW . I e ek e+




As for the conditions of La ilaha illallah, they are as 6@_, (ﬁ&\ y
follows: i
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1 Knowledge which negates ignorance JP‘U dw‘ ;}*L!J‘
2 Certainty which negates doubt 3E (_';Llij\ M\j

3 Sincerity which negates Shirk . .
20 g sy
4 Honesty which negates hypocrisy . i

5 Love and attachment to the declaration of the u-&u dw‘ Sl
shahada, which leads to the dispel of dislike, or hate to
what it implies uﬂ’iu il B

6 Submission which negates abandoning JJ«U &Cij\ LS
AN 2Ll DLz )3

7 Acceptance which negates rejection

S sl ) gy
8 Disbelief in all that is worshipped besides Allah 2 < Il

A 093 3 i i 20










These eight conditions have been put in poetry format:

Knowledge, certainty, Sincerity and your truthfulness
along with

Love, submission and acceptance of it
And add the eighth which you reject all
Except Allah being deified

Additionally, clarifying the testimony that Muhammad ()
is the messenger of Allah and what it consists of: To believe
what he informs, to obey what he commands, to leave off
what he forbids and to worship Allah the way it has been
legislated (by Allah and His messenger).
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Then the student should learn the rest of the pillars of
Islam, they are; the Prayer, obligatory charity, fasting in
the month of Ramadhan and performing Hajj for the one

who has ability to do so.
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Third Lesson: Pillars of Faith oY ST - B &’fd\

Learning the Pillars of Faith and they are six; you

22 Cond ot 0% 2g B PR /a’:
believe in Allah, His Angels, His books, His messengers, ““53 “53{33)“3 Al G55 OF tiae 89 9“:?“ Q\Sl

the last day, and that you believe divine N ST (R T DU (R PR IS
aay, y . A G iy 0p3 AEL GaB55 ) 23l callds
preordainment and that the good and bad of it are

from Allah almighty. J&







Fourth Lesson: The categories of Tawhid and Shirk

Clarifying the categories of Tawhid and they are three:
Tawhid ar-Rubdbiyah, Tawhid Uliahiyah and Tawhid Asma
was-sifat.

As for Tawhid ar-Rubiibiyah: Belief that Allah is the creator,
ruler and sustainer of all things, and that He has no partner
in those matters.
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As for Tawhid al-Ulihiyah: Belief that Allah is the only $h Bl & QL, 3@3 34 a:_bjiig\ N \ﬁj
One deserved to be worshipped and has no partner in P ) . ) \
that regard. And that is the meaning of La ilaha illallah, VALY G k5 U5 3 4 &f‘ Y ‘-" Syaal
which means: there is none deserving of being 9\3\%3’\ é;»vd 5 y\ 5% 5yaa Y el 56 %
worshipped except Allah. All worship whether it be ) - -

prayer, fasting or other than that, all should be done for 4155 & G Lg Sl 85 0305 D e
Allah alone sincerely and it is impermissible to direct any T L IV IRD

of that worship to anything or anyone else.




As for Tawhid Al-asma was-sifat: It is belief in
everything that has been related in the Quran
or authentic Sunnah regarding the names and
attributes of Allah, affirming them for Allah
alone in a manner that befits Him glory be to
him, without changing their meaning, denying
them, enquiring into their true nature

or likening these attributes to those of the
creation as Allah glory be to Him says:

Say, "He is Allah, [who is] One, (1) Allah, the
Eternal Refuge. (2) He neither begets nor was
begotten, (3) Nor is there to Him any
equivalent." (4) Surah Ikhlas

And His statement: “There is nothing like Him;
and He is All-Hearing, the All-Seeing” Ash-
shdra:11.

Some of the people of knowledge hold that
there are two categories of Tawhid and they
placed Tawhid Asma was-sifaat in the category
of Tawhid rubibiyah, there is no issue in that as
the goal is achieved classifying it both ways.
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The categories of Shirk are three: Major shirk,
Minor shirk and Hidden shirk

Major Shirk: Results in the nullification of deeds
and eternity in the fire for the one who dies upon
it.

Allah said "... Had they associated others with Him
in worship, their good deeds would have been
wasted.” (Al-Ana’am:88)

He the most high said “It is not for the polytheists
to maintain the masdjid of Allah [while] witnessing
against themselves with disbelief. [For] those, their
deeds have become worthless, and in the Fire they
will abide eternally.” (At-Tawba:17)

Additionally, whoever dies upon this won't be
forgiven and paradise will be haram for him.

Allah said: “Indeed, Allah does not forgive
associating others with Him in worship but forgives
anything else of whoever He wills. And whoever
associates others with Allah has indeed committed
a grave sin.” (Nisaa:48)

Allah said: “Whoever associates others with Allah
in worship will surely be forbidden Paradise. Their
abode will be the Fire. And the wrongdoers will
have no helpers.” (Al-Maida:72)

From its types: Asking the dead or idols for help,
slaughtering for them and making vows for them
etc.
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Minor Shirk: It is that which is affirmed in either the
Quran or the Sunnah and termed shirk, but it is not
from the major shirk. For example, showing off in
some actions, swearing by other than Allah or like the
statement “what Allah willed and so and so willed”
and similar to these.

Due to the statement of the prophet® “what | fear
most upon you is the minor shirk” so he was asked
regarding it so he replied “it is showing off”

And his# statement “ whoever swears by other than
Allah then he has committed shirk.

And his# statement “ Do not say Allah has willed and
so and so has willed but say Allah has willed and then
so and so wanted” Reported by Abu dawid with an
authentic chain on the authority of Huthayfa bin al-
yaman.

This type does not necessitate expulsion (from Islam),
nor being in the fire forever but it lacks the obligatory
level of tawhid.
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As for the third type: it is the hidden shirk, its
evidence is the statement of the prophet £ “Shall |
not inform you of what | fear more for you than the
Masih ad-dajjal? They said of course o messenger of
Allah, he replied “the hidden shirk, a man stands for
prayer and adorns his prayer because he sees
another man watching him”

It is also okay to categorise shirk into two types only:
Major and Minor.

As for hidden shirk, then it can consist of both. It
may sometimes be from major shirk, for example,
the shirk of the hypocrites because they hide their
false beliefs and outwardly show off by portraying
Islam and are afraid for themselves.

It can also be from minor shirk like showing off as it
comes in the previous hadeeth of Mahmud bin
Lubayd al-ansari and the hadeeth of Abu said that
was mentioned. And success is with Allah.
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The Fifth lesson: Al-lhasn

The pillar of Ihsan is to worship Allah as if you see him.

Although you do not see him, he sees you. OB ol SLLTA L8 OF 1338 olesy)




The Sixth lesson is conditions of the prayer

There are nine conditions for the prayer and they are:

1. Islam

2. Sanity

w

. (age of) discernment

NS

. Performing ablution

(6]

. Removing impurities

[e)]

. Appropriate clothing

~

. Praying at the prescribed time

(0]

. Facing the Qiblah

Yo}

. Correct intention
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The Seventh lesson: Pillars of the prayer

Pillars of the prayer are fourteen:

1. Standing (if one is able)

2. Saying “Allahu akbar” (when starting the prayer)
3. Reciting the Fatiha

4. Ruki’ (bowing in a right-angle manner)
5. Standing straight coming back from ruka’
6. Prostrating via the seven limbs

7. Coming back from (prostration)

8. Sitting between the two prostrations

9. Tranquillity in all of the movements

10. Performing the actions in order

11. The last tashahhud

12. Sitting for the last tashahhud

13. Sending salutations upon the prophet £

14. Saying the saldm on the right and then left side to end
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The Eight lesson is obligations of the prayer

Obligations of the prayer are eight:
1. All the Takbirs other than the opening takbir

2. Saying “Sami’a Allahu li man hamida” for the imam
and praying on your own

3. Saying “Rabbana wa lakal hamd” for everyone
4. Saying “Subhana rabbi al-adhim” in rukid’

5. Saying “Subhdna rabbi al-a’la” in prostration

6. Saying “Rabbighfir I" between the prostrations
7. The first tashahhud

8. Sitting for the first tashahhud
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The Ninth lesson: Explaining the tashahhud

The tashahhud is to say “atta hiyyato lillahi
wassalawatu wattayyibat, Assalamu Alayka ayyuha
annabi wa rahmat-u-llahi wa barakatuh, Assalamu
alayna wa a'la ibad ilalhi salihin, Ashhadu an la ilahailla
Allah, wa ashadu anna Muhammadan Abduhu wa
Raslluh”

Then he sends salutations upon the prophet# by
saying “Allahumma Salli ‘ala Muhammad Wa ala a'ali
Muhammad kama Salleita ‘ala Ibrahima Wa ala a'ali
Muhammad kama barakta ‘ala Ibrahima wa ala a'ali
Ibrahima. Innaka Hamidun Majid”

Then he seeks refuge in Allah in the last tashahhud
from the punishment of the fire, punishment of the
grave, the trials of life and death and from the evil trial
of masih ad-dajjal. The he supplicates as he wishes,
especially the invocations that have been related (by
the prophet), and from those is: “O Allah help me to
perform remembrance of you and to give all due
thanks to you and allow me to worship you in the good
way (i.e. as ordained by Allah and His Messenger). O
Allah | have inflicted a great deal of wrong upon myself
and there is Grant me forgiveness form You and grant
me your Mercy. You are The All-merciful, The Oft-
Forgiving”

As for the first tashahhud, then he stands (after saying
the shahada) for the third unit like when praying
Dhuhr, Asr, Maghrib and Isha, but if he decides to
complete the salutations upon the prophet (in the first
tashuhhud) then that is better according to the general
ahaadeeth regarding it, then he stands for the third
unit.

RUCH IR L AV

(Sollally (Slakially ol Sy :shy adad b
e asledr Sy d B 2 i Sl aleds
Aty o Yy dy O A uJ-L.aJ\ & sts Jes

W giys ohe 1352 O

.8

;ﬁn» I ke 835 g $J\ PPy %

S Sl WS sd T e i e g
S )5 ud DA S aat) JT o5 i)
3 i) (o LEG S a2 T 5 uid

ax*‘«

s ies e 3 ,\A}\ SHCEY A»u RS
Coedd 8 a5 caslly aliéw B ke
e ) WS V5 s G L3 5 s F JE D

) 5 kY 5;5 PE é“i ;.éil\» tieg (SIS

Mﬁﬁc&fwww 3 el (Ssste

Z

(™3 Ble G brdia 4 6 (E3 ) uy.\]\

Lz jjia‘d\ &S @\

4%

WA Q) RN A% Asa5 Wi g ags @l
{%‘z’ g;;J &Jﬁau)c;w\juﬂ\j%\ J.@_}aj\
WA ) o 7 SIS 3 sVl o3 el 38

N










The Tenth lesson: Sunan (supererogatory) acts of the
prayer

Sunan of the prayer, from them are:
1. The opening supplication

2. Placing the right hand over the left on the chest
whilst standing, before and after the rukd’

3.With joined and outstretched fingers, raising ones
hands so that they are parallel to the shoulders or
ears, at the time of the first takbeer, when going into
rukd’ and coming back from it, and when standing for
the third unit after the second tashahhud

4. Increasing more than one statement of glorification
in rukd’ and prostration

5. Increasing upon the statement “Rabbana walakal
hamd” whilst standing after the ruki’ and supplicating
for forgiveness more than once between the two
prostrations.
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6. To place the head at the same angle and level of
one’s back during the bowing position

7. whilst in prostration, one should distance his
upper arms from his side, his stomach from his
thighs, and his thighs from his calves

8. keeping the forearms away from the ground
whilst in prostration

9. During the first tashahhud and between the
prostrations, one should place his buttocks on his
left calf and foot, and his right foot should be
erected, with his toes on the ground holding the
foot up, and with the bottom of the foot facing the
opposite direction of the giblah.

10. For the last tashahhud of a three or four unit
prayer, one should have his buttocks rest on the
ground whilst his left calf is under the right (shin),
and having the right foot erected (facing the
opposite direction of the giblah)
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11. Pointing with the (right) index finger in first
and second tashahhud from the beginning of
sitting until the end of tashahhud, and moving it
when supplicating.

12. Sending salutations upon Muhammad, the
family of Muhammad, upon Ibrahim and the
family of lbrahim in the first tashahhud.

13. Supplicating in the last tashahhud.

14. Reciting loudly in the Fajr prayer, Jumua
prayer, Eid prayer, prayer for rain, in the first two
units of Maghrib and Isha.

15. Reciting quietly in the Dhuhr and Asr prayer,
and also in the third unit of Maghrib and the last
two units of Isha prayer.

16. Reciting beyond Fatiha from the quran. Also
implementing other acts that are known to be
from the sunan that we have not mentioned
above. From those are: Increasing upon “Rabbana
walakal hamd” after rising from rukd’ if you are
the imam, or follower (of the imam), or praying by
yourself, indeed it is sunnah.

And from those also is: when in rukd’ one should
place his hands on knees with his fingers spread
out.
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The eleventh lesson: Actions that nullify the prayer

Actions that nullify the prayer are eight:

1. Intentionally speaking whilst conscious (of being in
prayer) and knowledge (of what he is doing), as for
the forgetful and ignorant one then it does not nullify
his prayer.

2. Laughing

3. Eating

4. Drinking

5. Part of the awrah being exposed

6. Significant turning away from the giblah
7. Continuous movement or fiddling around

8. Nullifying the ablution
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The Twelfth lesson: Conditions of the wudhu

Conditions of the wudhu are ten:
1. Islaam

2. Sanity

3. Age of discernment

4. Intention

5. He fulfils the action by not intending the
ablution for any other reason until he finishes the
ablution

6. That which caused one to make wudhu in the
first place

7. Performing istinja or istijmar before ablution
8. The purity of water and it being lawful

9. Removing anything that prevents the water
from reaching the skin

10. The time of the prayer entering for the one
who continually loses his wudhu (due to gas, urine
etc)
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The thirteenth lesson: Obligations of the wudhu

The obligations of the wudhu are six:

1. Washing the face and from it is Madhmadha
(washing out the mouth) and Istinshaq (into the nose
and blowing it out)

2. Washing the hands up until the elbows as well
3. Wiping the whole head including the ears

4. Washing the feet including the ankles

5. Performing the acts in order

6. Performing the wudhu without pauses in between
the acts

It is recommended to wash the face, hands, including
the mouth (madhmadha) and nose (istinshaq) three
times however what is obligatory from that is only the
once. As for wiping of the head, then it is not

recommended to wipe it three times according to what

the authentic narrations have indicated.
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The fourteenth lesson: Nullifiers of the Wudhi

Nullifiers of the wudhi are six:
1. That which comes out from the two passages

2. Any impurity that comes out of one’s body
excessively

3. When consciousness is lost during sleep or other
than it

4. Touching the private parts, front or back without a
barrier (between the hand and private part)

5. Eating the meat of a camel

6. Apostacy
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Important note:

As for washing the dead body, then what is correct is
that it doesn’t break the wudhd, and that is the opinion
of the majority of scholars due to no proof stating
otherwise. However, if the one washing the body
happens to touch the private parts directly then wudhu
is @ must upon him. What is obligatory upon him is to
wash the private part via a barrier.

Similarly, touching a woman doesn’t break the wudhd,
whether it be by way of desire or not according to the

most correct opinion of the scholars as long as nothing
comes out of him. As the prophet® kissed some of his
wives and then prayed without making wudhu.

As for the statement of Allah the most high “or if you
have been in contact with women...”

Then what is intended by it is sexual intercourse
according to the most correct opinion of the scholars,
and it is the opinion of Ibn Abbas and a group of the
scholars of the past and present.
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The fifteenth lesson: Adorning oneself with good
manners according to the Islamic legislation for every
Muslim

Adorning oneself with good manners according to the
Islamic legislation for every Muslim: And from that:
Truthfulness, Trustworthiness, Chastity, Shyness,
Bravery, Generosity, fulfilling promises, staying away
from that which Allah has made forbidden, being good
to one’s neighbour, Helping the one in need according
to a person’s capability and other than these from good
characteristics which the Quran and sunnah has stated.
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The sixteenth lesson: Taking on Islamic mannerisms

Some of the Islamic mannerisms are: Greetings,
Cheerful, Eating and drinking with the right hand, Saying
Bismillah before it, Saying Alhamdulillah when finished
eating and also after sneezing, Saying Yarhamakallah
when some else sneezes and says Alhamdulillah. Also,
Visiting the sick, attending the funeral by praying and
burying, Implementing Islamic etiquettes when entering
and leaving the masjid and one’s home. Whilst
travelling, (good) dealings with parents, close relatives,
neighbours, elders and young ones. Congratulating at
the birth of a child, Asking Allah to bless a marriage,
consoling one being afflicted (with trials), and other than
that from Islamic mannerisms in the way we dress
ourselves or removing (clothes) including shoes.
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The Seventeenth lesson: A warning against shirk and
different kinds of sins

Warning and staying away from shirk and different
types of sins,

From them: The seven deadly sins; Committing shirk
with Allah, Magic, killing someone unjustly which Allah
has forbidden, Consuming riba, Consuming the wealth
of orphans, fleeing on the day of battle, accusing
chaste, innocent and believing women of wrongdoing.

From them are other sins like: Being undutiful to
parents, cutting off ties with relatives, giving a false
testimony, making false oaths, harming a neighbour,
wrongfully shedding the blood of others, wrongfully
taking the wealth of others, wrong attacking the
honour of others, drinking any form of alcohol,

Gambling, Backbiting and spreading rumours and other

than these which Allah or his messenger has
prohibited.
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The Eighteenth lesson: Preparing the dead body,
praying over him and burying him

The details will follow:

Firstly: As a person dies its legislated to tell the person
to say the shahdadah, due to the statement of the
prophetZ “prompt those who are dying to say there is
none to be worshipped in truth except Allah” what’s
intended is for those whom the signs of death are
visible.

Secondly: When it is affirmed that a person has died,
the eyes should be closed and jaws are brought
together as narrated in the sunnah.

Thirdly: It is compulsory to wash the body of the dead
muslim, except if he was a martyr who died on the
battlefield then in that case he is not to be washed or
prayed over, rather he is to be buried with clothes he
was wearing. The propheti did not wash the dead in
Uhud nor pray upon them.
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Fourthly: How to wash the dead body: The
Awrah should be covered (with the cloth), That
cloth should be raised slightly and his stomach
should be squeezed gently. Then the one washing
the body should take a piece of cloth, wrap it
around the hands, wash the private areas of the
body. Next, he should perform wudhu on behalf
of the body just like how it’s done for prayer.
Then his head should be washed with water and
sidr or something similar to it. Then the right side
of the body is to be washed, following that with
the left. Then he repeats the process a second
and third time and each time passing hands over
the stomach, and if any waste discharges then he
cleans it and then blocks the orifices with cotton
wool or anything similar. If the blockage does not
hold up then he can use some clay or use another
technique, or use any modern-day medicine like
suitable plaster. If the body is still unclean,
ablution must be extended to 5-7 times after
which the body is dried with a clean cloth, he is
perfumed (armpits and inner thighs) and the
limbs he uses to prostrate, and perfuming all is
better, including the shrouds. The moustache and
the nails are clipped if they are long, and if that
doesn’t happen then there is no issue, (Men’s)
hair should not be combed, nor should the pubic
hair be shaved, nor circumcised due to there
being no proof for it. A woman is to be braided
into three chains and left hanging down behind
her.
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Fifthly: Shrouding the dead: It is better for a man to be
shrouded with three white garments which does not
consist of a Qamis or Imamah , just like how it was
done to the prophet® , wrapped around the body,
however, there is no problem if it were wrapped by a
gamis, izar or any other garment.

A woman is enshrouded with five garments: a shirt,
veil, loincloth and two other wrappings.

A child (male) is enshrouded between one and three
garments, and a child (female) is enshrouded with a
shirt and two other wrappings.

And what is obligatory for all is to be wrapped with one
garment at least which covers the entire body.
Nevertheless, if the deceased was in a state of jhram
then he should be washed with water and sidr and
then enshrouded with the clothes there were wearing,
neither his head or face should be covered, nor
perfumed, because he will be resurrected on the day of
judgement saying the talibyah (labbaik...) as it has been
narrated in a hadeeth from Allah’s messenger®

If the deceased who died in the state of /Araamwas a
woman, the she is enshrouded like anyone else except
she is not to be perfumed, her face is not to be covered
with a nigab, nor her hands with gloves, but the face
and hands are to be covered with the normal garments
we mentioned earlier pertaining to the enshrouding of
a woman.
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Sixthly: The one who has the most right to wash the 3 3 e casds L2 Al alni u‘\j-“ é}, sl

dead body of a man and pray over him is his chosen
guardian (if any) then his father, his grandfather, then @ olaa b OEY6 &

the closest of his relatives. 149 55
The woman is best washed by her chosen female then

s o83 ek 285 & shS e s ot (et T
the mother, the grandmother, then the closest one of eVl @ el @ Y e dgles sl Jaay d3Y)
her female relatives. 02 .

The husband can wash the body of his wife and vice

versa because Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with Bl el 5y 5 BAsd i 3 s3ills
him, was washed by his wife; and Ali ibn Abi Talib, may
Allah be pleased with him, washed his wife, Fatimah,
the daughter of the Prophet, may Allah be pleased
with her.
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Seventhly: How to perform the funeral prayer: Saying
the takbir four times, after the first time, he recites
Fatiha , and if he recites with it a small chapter or an
ayah or two then good due to an authentic narration
pertaining to it from lbn Abbas, and then just like in
tashahhud, he says the second takbir and sends
salutations upon the prophet®# and after the third he
says “O Allah, grant forgiveness to our living and to
our dead, and to those who are present and to those
who are absent, and to our young and our old folk,
and to our males and our females. O Allah,
whomsoever you grant to live, from among us, help
him to live in Islam and whomsoever of us you cause
to die, help him to die in faith. O Allah forgive him
(her, them) and have your Mercy upon him; protect
him and pardon him, receive him with honour and
make his grave spacious; wash him with water, snow
and hail, and clean him from sins and wrong-doings as
is cleaned a white garment from impurity; requite him
with an abode more excellent than his, and with a
mate better than his mate. Admit him to the Garden,
and protect him from the torment of the grave and
the torment of the Fire; widen his space in his grave
and bring him light therein. O Allah don’t deprive us
from his reward and don’t let us go astray after him”
Then he says the fourth takbir and ends with one taslim
on his right. It is recommended for one to raise his
hands at the times of every takbir.

If the deceased is a female then it should be said “O
Allah forgiver her...”

If the deceased are two then it should be said “O Allah
forgive the two...”

If the deceased are more than two then it should be
said “O Allah forgive them...”

As for if the deceased is a child then rather than asking
forgiveness for him one should say “O Allah make him
a preceding reward and a reserve treasure (on the Day
of Judgment) for his parents; a one whose
intercession would be granted. O Allah make of him
an excess in the measures and in the rewards (granted
by Allah) to his parents. Let him join the company of
the righteous believers and make him under the care
of Abraham (may the peace of Allah be upon him),
and protect him, by Your Mercy, from the torment of
the blazing Fire”
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The Sunnah is for the Imam to stand right next to the
head of the body if it is a man, and to the middle of
the body if it is a woman. If the funeral prayer is for
more than one person then the male body should be
placed closest to the Imam. If there are children as
well, then the male children are placed before the
female adults, who are to be placed before the female
children. The head of the male child should be parallel
to the head of the male adult, and the middle part of
the woman’s body should be parallel to head of the
male adult. The same applies to the female child, her
head is to be placed parallel to the female’s head, and
the middle part of her body is parallel to the head of
the male adult. Those praying with the imam should
all stand behind him, except if a person could not find
a spot so he prays on the right side of the Imam.
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Eighthly: How to bury the deceased: It is legislated
for the grave to be dug to a depth equal to
accommodate the size of the person being buried.
Also, the lahdh (tomb pit) should be dug on the side
facing the direction of the giblah. The body is then
placed on the right side of the lahdh. The knot of the
shroud is then loosened and left like that without it
being removed. The face should not be exposed
whether it be a male or female. Then bricks should be
placed on the lahdh and plastered so that the body is
protected from dirt. If bricks are not available then
tablets, stones or wood should be used to prevent
the dirt. Next, the mud is poured down and at that
point it is recommended to say “In the name of Allah
upon the way of the messenger of Allah” The ground
of the grave is then raised up to the level of a span of
a hand. If possible, pebbles should be placed upon it
and water is sprinkled.

It is then legislated for those who participated to
stand beside the grave and make dua for the
deceased because when the prophet# finished
burying the deceased , he would stand near it and say
“Seek forgiveness for your brother and ask (Allah) to
make him firm, for indeed he is now being asked
(questions)”
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Ninthly: It is also legislated for the one who has
not prayed over the deceased to pray over him
after the funeral, because the prophet £ did
that, however it should be performed within a
month. If the period has gone beyond a month
then it is not legislated as it has not been narrated
that the prophet # had prayed over the
deceased after a month of the burial has passed.
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Tenthly: It is not permissible for the relatives of
the deceased to prepare food for others due to
the statement of Jalil bin Abdillah al-Bajali, the
noble companion, “We used to consider
gathering at the place of the relatives of the
deceased and preparing food as a form of
wailing” As for preparing food for them (the
deceased), or their guests, then there is no issue
init, it is legislated for the neighbours, or close
people to prepare food for them because the
prophet heard of the death of Ja’far bin ab1 talib in
Shaam, he #(the prophet) ordered his family to
prepare food for Ja’far’s family, he said “A matter
has come to them which preoccupies them”. And
there is no issue if the relatives of the deceased
call the neighbours or others to gather for food
that was given to them. As far as we know, we do
not know any time limit (for this action) according
to the legislation.
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Eleventh: It is impermissible for a woman to ‘(L‘,/T Y6 2 ff\ e e 3oLy sfdd LAY aE ol

mourn over a deceased for more than three days
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Twelfth: It is legislated for men to visit the graves
from time to time to make dud for them and ask
Allah’s mercy for them, also to ponder upon death
and what comes after, due to the statement of the
prophet £ visit the graves for indeed it reminds

you of the hereafter” He also taught his companions

if the visit graves to say “Peace be upon you all, O
inhabitants of the graves, among the believers,
Indeed , we will be joining you by Allah’s will, we
ask Allah for well-being for us and you, may Allah
have mercy upon those who parted early from us
and those that parted late”.

As for the women(1), then they should not visit the
graves because the messenger ¥ “cursed the
women who visited the graves” and also due to
their visits it may create fitna, and due to lacking
patience.

It is also impermissible for the women to follow the
procession towards the graveyard because the
messenger forbade them from it, as for the funeral
prayer itself, whether it be in the masjid or musalla,
then it is legislated for the men and women.

(1) Translators note: there is a big difference of opinion on whether

women are allowed to visit the graves, and many scholars see it to
be ok due to numerous narrations, and the narration mentioned
above has also been explained by those ulama.
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The Six Fundamental Principles of Islam

Shaykh Muhammad bin Abdul Wahab
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Introduction

From the most amazing of affairs and the greatest of slg 1 e).é e aj\,u\ <Ly J\_{\) (ool W\ O
signs that indicate the (infinite) power of al-Malik al- ’ ’ ’

Ghallab (the Ever-Triumphant King) are Six G ploall ol bl Jl W L “L‘““ e T

Funde.wmental Principles which Allah has .evidently s\gﬁ oo S e LlE s ds (‘. ‘&;w\ :ILJ Lo
explained for the common people, despite what the . . .
sceptics may think. After this, many of the intellectual J‘L““ B 5T ] $Dhae) ‘C'Sw‘

ones of the world and the thinkers from Bani Adam
(children of Adam) erred regarding these principles
except for a small minority







The First Principle: Sincerity in the religion to Allah
alone without (associating) partners with Him. Also,
a clarification of its opposite which is shirk
(associating partners with Allah). Majority of the
Quran explains this principle from many angles with
words that the most unintelligent of common folk
can understand. Then when that which befell
majority of the Ummah occurred, Shaytan displayed
to them (what they believed to be) Ikhlas in the form
of belittling the Righteous and falling short in the
fulfilment of their rights. And the Shaytan presented
Shirk to them in the form of (exaggerated) love for
the Righteous and their followers.
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The Second Principle: Allah has ordered unity (al-
ijtima') in the religion and prohibited disunity (at-
tafarruq) therein. So Allah has clearly explained this
such that the common people can understand it.
He forbade us from being like those before us who
split and differed (amongst themselves), and were
destroyed (due to it). He (Allah) mentioned that He
commanded the Muslims to unite in the religion
(al-ijtima') and prohibited them from splitting (at-
tafarruq) therein. And what further clarifies this
affair are the astonishing reports in the Sunnah
pertaining to it. Then the affair became (reversed)
such that (blameworthy) splitting in the
foundations (usdl) and subsidiary branches (furd')
of the religion was regarded (real) knowledge and
understanding of the religion. And it became such
that no one spoke of unity in the religion except
that he was considered a zindiq (heretic) or a
majnin (insane)
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The Third Principle: Indeed, from the completion of
unity (al-ijtima') is to hear and obey whoever has
been put authority over us, even if he is an
Abyssinian slave. Allah has explained this matter
clearly, conclusively and sufficiently from the many
aspects of the numerous types of explanation, both
legislatively (i.e. from the shart'ah), and in terms of

(Divine) decree (i.e. what He willed to happen in the

creation). Then this principle (hearing and obeying
those in authority over us) became unknown to
many of those who claim to have knowledge, so
how then could it be acted upon?
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The Fourth Principle: An explanation of (what
is) knowledge, (who are) the scholars, (what is)
figh and who the fugaha (jurists) are; and a
clarification regarding those who imitate them
(i.e. the scholars) but (in reality) are not from
them.

Allah clarified this principle at the beginning of
Sdrah al-Bagarah in His statement:

“O Children of Israel!l Remember My favour
which | bestowed upon you, and fulfil My
covenant and | will fulfil yours” [Sarah al-
Baqgarah, 40] up until His statement, “O

Children of Israel! Remember My favour which |

bestowed upon you and how | preferred you
over the 'Alamin (mankind and jinn) (of your
period, in the past)” [SGrah al-Bagarah, 47].

This is further explained by what the Sunnah
has explicitly affirmed through ample clear
speech that can be comprehended by (even)
the average person. Then this matter (i.e. this
principle) became the strangest of affairs (such
that) knowledge and Jurisprudence were
deemed to be innovations and misguidance,
and the best of what they had with them was
the mixing of truth and falsehood. The (real)
knowledge which Allah has praised and
obligated upon the creation was considered as
something that only a zindiq (heretic) or a
majnin (insane) person would utter.

(Additionally), whoever rejected (this principle),

showed hostility towards it, authored against it
and forbade it would be considered as a
knowledgeable scholar.
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The Fifth Principle: Allah, the Most-Sublime's
clarification concerning who the Awliya’ of Allah are,
and His distinguishing between them and those who
(falsely) resemble them from the enemies of Allah;
the hypocrites and the evildoers. Sufficient in this
regard is a verse in Srah al-‘Imran, which is His
saying: “Say to them (O’ Muhammad): if you truly
love Allah then follow me, Allah will (consequently)
love you.” [Surah al-Imran, 31]. And a verse in
Sidrah al-Ma‘idah wherein He says: “O’ you who
believe! Whoever from among you turns back from
his religion, Allah will soon bring about another
people whom He loves and they love Him.” [Sirah
al-Ma‘idah, 54]. (Also), a verse in Sdrah Yinus
wherein He says: “Certainly, the Awliya’ of Allah
shall fear not, nor shall they grieve, those who
believed and used to fear Allah much.” [SGrah
Yinus, 62-63]

Then the affair became such that majority of those
who claimed to possess knowledge, (who claimed to
be) guides for the creation and guardians of the
Islamic legislation declared that the Awliya’ of Allah
must be those who abandon following the
Messengers; and whoever follows them (i.e. the
Messengers) is not from the Awliya’ of Allah.
(According to them) it was also a must to reject
Jihad, so whoever engaged in Jihad is not
(considered) from them. (Also), it was a must to
reject Al-iman and At-Tagwa, so whoever dedicates
himself to Al-iman and At-Tagwa is (also) not from
the Awliya’ of Allah. O’ our Lord, we ask You for
pardon of (our sins) and well-being, indeed You are
the All-Hearer of supplications.
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The Sixth Principle: A refutation of the doubt that
Shaytan has contrived in abandoning the Qur‘an and
Sunnah, and (instead) following the various
scattered opinions and desires. The doubt; no one
knows the Qur‘an and Sunnah except a mujtahid
mutlaqg (unrestricted jurist). The unrestricted jurist is
characterised as having such-and-such
characteristics that perhaps are not found at all in
Ab Bakr or ‘Umar. (According to them), if a person
is not of such description, then he must turn away
from them (i.e. the Qur‘an and Sunnah) by default,
there being no doubt or difficulty in that. And
whoever seeks guidance (directly) from them (i.e.
the Qur‘an and Sunnah) is either a zindiq (heretic) or
a majnin (insane person) because of the difficulty in
comprehending them.

Exalted is Allah above imperfection and glorious is
His praise! How much did Allah clarify through (His)
legislation and Divine Decree, and through (His)
creation and command in refuting this accursed
doubt from various standpoints, to the point (where)
they became known by necessity — however most
people do not know:

“Indeed, the Word (of punishment) has proved true
against most of them, so they will not believe.
Indeed, We placed around their necks iron collars
that reach their chins so that their heads are forced
up. We placed a barrier before and behind them and
cover them so they cannot see. It is the same to
them whether you warn them or you warn them
not, they will not believe. You can warn only he who
follows the reminder (the Qur‘an) and fears the
Most Merciful though he cannot see Him. So, give
such people the glad tidings of forgiveness and a
generous reward (i.e. Jannah).” [STrah Ya-sin, 7-11]

OTAN U5 3 Slati)) Lerog $H PATRS Sealld) j_j.ioﬁ
ST of (23 Al sl MRS g5 caiddis
98 Syopad 3hs (Sllath Agind V) Wb ¥ 2y
b5 Kl @ 856 Asg Y Wl Blogi- 15
Vg B2 V- W U L el (AUISTELIYI S
@5&£ 568 sldle 1 b g - lap IS
G S ledizs d Olitd —lw L gxlo &-Y u}«;
An ods 35 @ -1l Uls (5365 sa— Bsl
505 W ob el ds ) EAL £5 et 3 Rl
J) o VRT3 s G 102l v 01 58T

106 1528

-

&3\1@@,@?-@;3@;@3—oﬁaﬁwo B
(.:s)m rle tsng - Dz ¥ i Al puls
A ass SN &

[11-7 ] 457 315 ik 533 3.

5 G- 0k Y I L










\ Bl

So in_conclusion, all praise is for Allah, Lord of e ‘Jw_; L s gj"ﬁ el &5 & 4;;3_5 BT
the Alamin (all that exists besides Allah), and ) s ~
may Allah exalt his mention and send J'U‘ p3 ) S s flg a5 o]
salutations of peace upon our leader Prophet

Muhammad, his family and companions until

the Day of Judgement.




